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Vincent van Gogh is one of the world's most famous artists. Throughout his life, he wrote to his
younger brother, Theo, about his colorful, dynamic paintings. This book pairs the artist's
paintings with his own words.Van Gogh's descriptions, arranged as a simple rhyme, introduce
young readers to all the colors of the rainbowand beyond. The descriptive words combine with
spectacular reproductions of many of the artist's most beloved and important works to create a
perfect art book for young and old alike.

From Booklist*Starred Review* Gr. 1-3. This slim volume, produced by the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, is an extraordinary accomplishment. Editor William Lach takes Van Gogh's own words
from his letters to his brother, Theo, translated closely or freely from French or Dutch, to
describe the colors of some of his most famous and beloved paintings. Lach has rhymed them
gently: "Leaves of silver turning to green, / stars sparkling, greenish, yellow, white, / a big bunch
of violet irises, / and in my head a starry night." There's a single line of text per spread, each
opposite a full reproduction or a detail of the painting that corresponds to the line. The book
begins with a very brief introduction and ends with a complete list of the paintings, including full
descriptions and a citation for the correspondence from which each description comes.
Children--and their adults--will marvel at the sunflowers that are "twelve flowers that are light on
light" or "a lady's clothes in black, black, black." Accessible to the youngest of connoisseurs.
GraceAnne DeCandidoCopyright © American Library Association. All rights
reservedReviewThis slim volume, produced by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, is an
extraordinary accomplishment. Editor William Lach takes Van Gogh's own words from his letters
to his brother Theo, translated closely or freely from French or Dutch, to describe the colors of
some of his most famous and beloved paintings. Lach has rhymed them gently: "Leaves of silver
turning to green, / stars sparkling, greenish, yellow, white, / a big bunch of violet irises, / and in
my head a starry night." There's a single line of text per spread, each opposite a full reproduction
or a detail of the painting that corresponds to the line. The book begins with a very brief
introduction and ends with a complete list of the paintings with full description and a citation for
the correspondence from which each description comes. Children and their adults will marvel at
the sunflowers that are "twelve flowers that are light on light" or "a lady's clothes in black, black,
black." Accessible to the youngest of connoisseurs. -Booklist
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Vincent Van Gogh: Sunflowers and Swirly Stars (Smart About Art) Van Gogh: His Life & Works in
500 Images



BP, “Beautiful book. I used this book for my class and counted and graphed the number of colors
found in his paintings.”

a fan from VA, “Two-year-old loves this book. I bought this book for my grandson last Christmas. I
thought he might be too young for it, but the pictures were so beautiful that I decided to let him
grow into it. Recently, his mother bought a large canvas print of van Gogh's Wheat Field with
Cypress and hung it in their living room. The first time my grandson saw it, he said, "Is that van
Gogh?"My grandson will be three next month. Clearly, art can be appreciated at any age.”

desertdancer, “Beautiful!. I bought this for my adult daughter, who is an artist and loves Van
Gogh's work. Although it's a children's book, she loved the artwork and the accompanying text
from Van Gogh's letters to his brother describing the colors.”

G'ma Erika, “A lovely, uplifting book "for kids" ;-). A lovely, positive perspective of the artist for
children, as well as anyone weary of Van Gogh being defined more by tragedy than his
perspective and its results in paint.”

Gsi, “Artist and art info.. Read for the children. Very nice.”

Ashley Leah, “Great for Kids Going to the Van Gogh Museum. A wonderful way to teach young
children about Van Gogh. I bought this before taking a 3 and 6 yr old to the Van Gogh museum in
Amsterdam and it made all the difference. They were so excited to find paintings they saw in the
book at the museum and made great observations at the museum on account of having studied
the colors in the book.”

C., “Very good quality. Very nice book for kids. Great quality, you can see the paintings well.”

M@Ni@, “I love this book. I love this book”

Christine Sather, “great book.. Lots of great photos of Van Gogh's prints. Works very well with my
artist study!  My students loved this book!”

Bernecho, “Loved this book, Starry starry night!. Simple rhyming, beautiful  reproductions”

Arlette Alcock, “Five Stars. perfect for my "artist" grand daughter, thank you”

The book by Vincent van Gogh has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 229 people have provided feedback.



Language: English
Hardcover: 48 pages
Reading age: 3 - 6 years, from customers
Grade level: Preschool and up
Item Weight: 12.9 ounces
Dimensions: 9 x 0.5 x 9 inches
Paperback: 24 pages
Lexile measure: 1010L
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